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Tony Messina has been an educator for the past thirty years. He has spent the past 
six‐years as a Head of School at a non‐public school working with inner city, at risk, 
impoverished, learning disabled teenagers from the Washington, DC metro area. 
One of his many accomplishments was accelerated; graduation, attendance and 
college acceptance rates, and a less than 2% dropout rate. Even more incredible 
these same students often out performed their regular education counterparts on 
state exams back in their neighborhood schools. 
 
Prior to working in the Washington, DC area, Tony worked for twenty‐eight years in 
the Shoreham‐Wading River Public School system in New York, where he was a 
middle school teacher, a high school teacher, Co‐coordinator of Professional 
Development and District Coordinator of Music. In addition to these achievements, 
Tony took advantage of the district’s forward thinking leave policy where he also 
served as the Director of Technology at the American School in London, England; 
Founding Principal of an alternative middle school; and an Acting Director and 
Lecturing Professor in the Science Education Department at Stony Brook University. 
 
Having this diverse collection of educational experiences has enhanced Tony’s 
leadership effectiveness in the areas of: school reform, instructional design, 
professional development, educational technology, brand identity, marketing, 
strategic planning, building community and business partnerships. 
 
For the past fifteen years the hallmark of Tony Messina’s professional portfolio and 
his true passion has been in the area of new school leadership. His focus has been on 
developing effective strategies that accelerate achievement especially for students 
who are at risk of failing or dropping out of school. Tony is committed to building 
sustainable collegial school cultures, where shared purpose, knowledge, values and 
mutual respect work in unison to build effective professional learning communities. 
 
Tony has earned a Certificate of Advanced Study in Educational Technology & 
Leadership and a MA in Education Administration and Leadership both from,  
New York University. Certified in Universal Design Learning at Harvard Graduate 
School of Educational and trained by Grant Wiggins in Understanding by Design. 


